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This is a statement under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97(e) in the above-identified application. 
Check applicable statement herebelow: 

Statement Under 37 CFR 1 .97(e)(1 ) 

0 Each item of information contained in the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in 
any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 

Statement Under 37 CFR 1 .97(e)(2) 

□ No item of information contained in the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the 
undersigned person, after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the accompanying 
Information Disclosure Statement was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR 1 .56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 
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the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as 
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for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450" 
[37 CFR 1.8(a)] on 

February 10, 2005 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as First Class Mail in an 
envelope addressed to: Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner 
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on 
February J0^ 2005, at Manchester^ew Hampshire. 

By. 



ary iu, zuu3, at mancnesier^ew nampsnire. 



Carol McClelland 



SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Dear Sir: 



The references listed on the attached form PTO-1449 relate to the subject matter of the 
present invention and are brought to the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. 1.56 and 1.98. 

DE 3625487A is not in the English language and was cited as an X reference in the enclosed 
European Search Report for the corresponding European Application No. 03 705677.7. By way of a 
concise explanation of the reference, an English language abstract for DE 3625487A is enclosed. 
Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(3)(i) and MPEP 609 a concise explanation of the non-English language 
information has been provided. 

JP 9272383A is not in the English language and was cited as an A reference in the enclosed 
European Search Report for the corresponding European Application No. 03705677.7. By way of a 
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concise explanation of the reference, an English language abstract for JP 9272383A is enclosed. 
Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(3)(i) and MPEP 609 a concise explanation of the non-English language 
information has been provided. 

This statement is being submitted prior to a first office action on the merits. While this 
statement contains all the relevant information presently known to the applicant, it should not be 
interpreted as a representation that an exhaustive search has been conducted or that no other relevant 
information exists. Also, this statement should not be interpreted as a representation that any cited 
reference is prior art, or that any cited reference is "material to patentability" as defined in 37 CFR 
§1.56. The applicant invites the Examiner to make an independent evaluation of each cited 
reference, copies of which are enclosed, to determine their relevance to the subject matter of the 
present application. 

Finally, the applicant urges that the claims are patentable over the disclosed information. 
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